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A Happy New Year to all our Colleagues and Custom-
ers and welcome to our Spring 2008 newsletter. In this 
edition we feature many of our partners who bring their 
vessels to Falmouth on a regular basis and also our 
Commercial Department whom many of you have know 
well over the phone. We introduce Drystan Jones who 
has been appointed as Marina Manager of our exciting 
new facility planned to open in the Port in 2009. The 
world of shipping continues to be very busy and the 
whole team at Falmouth will be delighted to provide 
whatever you— the customer—requires. 
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The 2007/8 winter season of ferry repairs is well under-
way at A&P Falmouth, the yard having completed the 
first vessel, P&O Ferries’ 17,464 grt Norbank, which 
operates on P&O’s Irish Sea service. Work included 
repairs to the vessel’s stabilisers, ramps and doors, 
public spaces’ ventilation fans and general refit work. 
The vessel also underwent a full hull blasting and coat-
ing with International Paint©s Intersleek 900, the first full 
coating of this product by P&O Ferries. 

Also completed, the European Endeavour, ex El 
Greco, which has been purchased by P&O Ferries 
from a Spanish owner had been in Union Naval Barce-
lona (UNB) for a sale docking and has been operating 
for P&O Irish Sea. She came to Falmouth for the in-
stallation of the forward ‘cow catcher’ system for moor-
ing operations at Dover. The steelwork was pre-
fabricated at Falmouth prior to the vessel’s arrival. 

European Seaway, which had a damaged Wartsila 
diesel engine replaced has also recently sailed from 
Falmouth. The vessel has four eight-cylinder Wartsila 
(Sulzer) 8ZAL405 diesel engines, with a total mcr of 
21,120 kW. One engine was damaged last year and 
the ship had been operating on three engines. During 
the refit a new gearbox for the port-side engines was 
installed, as well as general refit operations, and a full 
underwater UHP blast. 

 The Pride of Canterbury pictured above is currently in 
Falmouth’s No 2 dock and she will be followed by 
Pride of Burgundy on 24 February. 
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A&P Falmouth is looking forward to continuing the 
relationship in 2008 with the Grimaldi Group who 
docked  3 vehicle carriers in 2007; the 42,001 grt 
Repubblica di Roma, the 48,622 grt Repubblica di 
Venezia, and the 37,712 grt Grand Benelux. 
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On 2 February the reefer Horncliff arrived at Fal-
mouth with heavy weather damage including loss of 
deck containers and also after her Master had been 
airlifted to hospital in Cornwall with back injuries.  
Glad to say that after treatment his injuries were not 
serious.  When the vessel arrived in the port port-
able pumps were first placed onboard to reduce the 
draft and allow her to be brought alongside.  The 
remaining damaged containers were then removed, 
together with minor repairs to hand rails, deck fit-
tings and shell plates.  The vessel was able to con-
tinue her voyage on 8th February. 
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In addition to the base berthing at Falmouth of 
RFA Argus the Aviation training and Primary 
Casualty Reception Ship A&P Group has been 
announced as the preferred bidder for the 4 
RFA LSDA’s (Landing Ship Dock Auxiliary). 
These are the latest 4 vessels to enter opera-
tional service and were built in the UK by BAE 
and Swan Hunter. Falmouth has worked with 
BAE closely over the last 18 months to get all 4 
ships into service and now is in partnership ne-
gotiation with the MoD to provide through-life 
support for these vessels for the next 30 years.   

ADULT TRAINING 

Over the past 18 months A&P Falmouth has intro-
duced an ©adult training© programme across various 
departments within the Company.  2 Riggers have al-
ready successfully completed training, and there is 
currently a Steel Fabricator and a Skilled Painter mid-
way through their training.  There is also a comprehen-
sive programme for the Paint department underway 
looking at Paint Corrosion Control, covering surface 
preparation and application, in conjunction with the 
local UKIS paint reps. The largest programme is being 
undertaken in the Engineering department where 9 
trainees have been recruited to train as marine fitters 
as the Company looks to maintain its skill base under 
the watchful eye of Keith Hawke who has over 40 
years’ experience in the yard as fitter, chargehand, 
foreman and manager. 
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Pete London  -   

Commercial Manager 

Pete joined A&P in August 2007, having 
spent 25 years in commercial manage-
ment.  He has worked with Plessey, Sie-
mens, BAE Systems, and latterly with Se-
lex Communications division of Finmec-
canica.  Past key jobs have included many 
MoD contract negotiations, amongst which 
have been the supply by BAE of the Type 
45 destroyer communications system. 

Pete also has wide experience of over-
seas contracting, and with the drafting and 
negotiation of multi-national industrial 
teaming agreements.  He has travelled on 
business across Europe, Scandinavia, the 
Middle East and Far East. 

Pete is keen to develop close relationships 
with the wide community of A&P custom-
ers.  He will also be looking at the bidding 
process for our business prospects.  He is 
determined to drive innovation across the 
business, through its customer care initia-
tive. 

Pete’s hobbies are music—he plays guitar, 
bouzouki and mandola—aviation writing 
and walking. 
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